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~lhuristmas, Romam festivallsIhtaIre
Religious leaders uncomfortable
With the holiday's pagan roots
By ANNE PAINE

gan Raman festival whlCll ceiebrated the birth of the sun then.
Chr!stJ)las comes but once a year,
That's about the time of the shor.
but wby ls it on Dec. 25?
test day of the' year, alter Wblch the
There's no evidence lJlat this was "unconquerable" sun beglns light.
the birth dale of Jesus ChrlsI..
Ing the sky for a ionger lime each
It appears that the day was CIlo- day.
sen because of a blghiy pnpular pa_
People were bent on merrymak.
StaffWrilll!'T

ing on that date so It must have
seemed a convenient cboice and
perhaps a way to compete with the
beathen worsblp.
The pagan roots of Christmas are
strong, and th~ dancing, drinking
and general revelry that went along
wtth bonoring Cbr1st's birth on Dec.
25 were unsettling to many a ChrisUan religious leader over the years.
The Protestants were particular.
ly disturbed by the boisterous ceiebratlons wbich didn't make any dlt.

terence until the PurItans came to
power in England. They acted on
their convictions. In 1647, Christmas celebrations were declared
illegal by Englfsb Parliament and
shops were ordered to remaln open
ontbstday,
Some celebrated quietly in the
secrecy ot CIlurches or their homes,
according to The Christmas Almanac by Gerard and li'atrlcla Del Re.
"For the conunon people. bowev"
er,lt provided a new torm of Cbr1st.

dlate
mas entertainment
the rio!," the
Del Res wrote.
There was fisticuffs in the ianes
and shopkeepers Whoopened found
tbeir wares tossed into the streels.
Butlt's hard to keep a good holl.
day down.
'
Ten thousand men gathered at a
spot In England and swore "II they
could not have their Chrlslmas day,
they would have the King back on
b1s'tbrone again," the book says.
Monarchy again reigned In 1660
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Cbrfstmas comes but once a year.
but why is it on Dec. 25?
There's no evidence that this was
the birth date of JesusCbrlsl
It appears that the day was chosen because Ofa hig\1ly popular pa.

gan Rnman festival which celebrat.
ed the birth of the sun then.
That's about the lime of the shor.
test day of the year, atter which the
"unconquerable" sun beglns lightIng the sky tor a longer tlme each
day.
People were bent on merrymak-
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Ing on that date so it must have
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perhaps a way to compete wtth the
heathen worsbip,
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strong, and th~ dancing, drinking
and general revelry tbst went along
wtth hnnoring Cbrlst's bIrth on Dec.
25 were unsettling tn many a ChrisUan religlous leader nverthe years.
The Protestants were particular.
'Iy disturbed by the bnisterous celebrations which dido't make any dlf-

ference untll tbe PurItans came to
power in England. They acted on
their convictions. In 1647, Cbrfstmas celebrations were declared
Illegal hy English Parliament and
shops were ordered to remain npen
on that day.
Some celebrated quietly In the
secrecy of churches or their homes,
according to The Christmas Alma.
nac by Gerard and li'atrlcla Del Re.
"For the conunon people, howev.
er,it provided a new form of Christ-

mas entertainment the rin!," the
Dei Res wrote.
There was fisticuffs in the lanes
and sbopkeepers wbo opened found
their wares tossed into the streets.
But it's hard to keep a good boll.
day down.
Ten thousand men gathered at a
spot In England and swore "If they
could nol have their Cbrlslmas day,
they would bave the King back on
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e W!dnncIayID£CEMBER

Clhurnstma.s9

RoltlIllaIlll.

Religious leaders uncomfortable
With the holiday's pagan roots
By ANNE PAINE
StqffWriltr

Cbrlslmas comes but once a year,
but why is It nn Dec. 25?
There's no evidence that this was
the birth date of Jesus CbrisL
It appears thai the day was chosen because of a highly popUlar pa.

gao Roman festival which celebrat.
ed the birth nf the sun then.
That's about the lime ot!be Shor.
test day ot the year, atter which the
"unconquerable" sun begins light.
Ing the sky for a longer time each
day.
•
People were bent on merrymak.

ffes1tlvall share ((}late

Ing on tbst date so it must have
seemed a convenient choIce and
perhaps a way to cnmpete wtth the
heathen worship.
The pagan roots of Christmas are
strong, and tb~ dancing, drIokIng
and general revelry that went alnng
wtth honoring Cbr1st's birth on Dec.
25 were unsettling to many a Christlao religlnus leader over the years.
The Protestants were particular-Iy disturbed by the boisterous celebrations wbich dido't make any dlf.

terence until the Puritans came to
power in England. They acted on
their convictions. fn 1647, Cbr1st.
mas celebrations were declared
Illegal by Englfsb Parliament and
shops were ordered to remain open
on that day.
Some celebrated quietly in tbe
secrecy of churches or their homes,
accnrdlng to The Christmas Almanac by Gerard and li'atrlcla Del Re.
IOFor the common people, howev'"
er,ltprovlded a new fnrm of Christ.

mas entertainment
the riot," the
Del Res wrote.
There was fisticuffs in the lanes
and sbopkeepers who opened found
their wares tossed Into the streets.
But it's hard to keep a good holl.
day down.
Ten thousand men gathered at a
spot In England and swore "It they
could not have their Cbrlstmas day,
they would have the King back nn
his'tbrone agalO," the book says.
Monarchy again reigned In 1660
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Christma
and Cbrfstmas became officially
sanctioned.
"
In this country, the Puritans MId
sway a little longer. Christmas was
banned In 1659 and It took 22 years
before the ban was lifted.
In New Eng.and, a lid was still
kept on the festivities until the mId.
die of the 19th century when Clirist.
mas, became a legally recognized
holiday in 1856. 1:1
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Cbrfslmas comes but once a year.
but why isitonDec,25?
There's "noevidence tbst tbls was
the birth date of JesusCbrisL
It appears tbat the day was chosen because of a hlg\1ly pnpular pa'

gan Roman testival,Which celebrated the birth otthesun then.
That's about the time of the shor.
test day of the year, alter which the
"unconquerable" sun beglns light.
Ing the sky tor a longer tlme each
day,
•
People were bent on merrymak-

ing on that date so it must have
seemed a conveolent choice and
perhaPS a way to compete wtth the
heathen worship.
The pagan rools of Christmas are
strong, and th~ dancing, drinking
and general revetry that went along
wtth honoring ChrIst's birth on Dec.
25 were uosettUng to many a ChrisUan religious leader over the years.
The Protestants were particular.
'Iy disturbed by the boisterous celebrations whlcb dido't make any dit.

terence until the PurItans came to
power In England. They acted on
their convictions. In 1647, Christ.
mas celebrations were declared
illegal by Engllsb Parliament and
SIIOPSwere ordered to remaln open
on that day.
Some celebrated quietly In the
secrecy of churches or their homes,
according to The Christmas Almanac by Gerard and li'atrlcla Del Re.
"For the conunon people, however, It provided a new form of Cbr1st.

mas entertainmenl: the riot," the
Del Res wrote.
There was fisticuffs in the lanes
and shopkeepers who opened fnund
their wares tossed into the streets.
But it's hard to keep a good holi •
day down.
Ten thousand men gathered at a
spot in England and swore "it they
could not have their Cbrlslmas day,
they would have the King back on
his'throne again," the book says,
Monardly again reigned In 1660

.~lhuristmas9 Romall1l 1festivall sIhtarre dlate
~eligious leaders uncomfortable
~th the holiday's pagan roots

-"

, 8y ANNE PAINE
. StaflWri",

CbrislIJlas comes but once a year,
but Whyis Iton Dec. 25?
There's nn evidence that this was
the birth date nf J esus CbrisL
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their convictions. In 1647, Christ.

