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WAR

Jesus said there would be “wars and rumors of wars . . . but the end is
not yet” (Matthew 24:6). Since that time, many thousands have died
attempting to conquer and defend the soil considered sacred to three
major world religions—Christianity; Islam, and Judaism.

On May 14, 1948, the British flag was lowered in Tel Aviv for the
last time. At 4:00 that afternoon, Israel was declared to be a nation again,
amidst the singing of the Jewish National Anthem, the Hatikvah.
While it was the beginning of the nation, it was also the beginning of a
number of wars fought to maintain not only their nationhood but their
very territory and lives.

THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

The day following their declared independence, Israel was invaded by
Egypt, Jordan, Irag, Syria, and Lebanon. Nearly 45 million Arabs went
to_war with 64,000 Jews. Britains Field Marshall Montgomery _pre-
dicted that it would take the Arabs but eight days to drive the Jews

“into_the sea. Nine months and four days later, Israel had not only
survived, but had come out much strengthened, with 23 percent more

territory than they had been allotted in the 1947 partition plan.
The Arabs, outnumbering the Jews almost forty to one, had a very
simple battle plan. Egypt was to attack from the south with 10,000

men, sweep up the Negev toward Tel Aviv with half the force, and the
rest would move toward Jerusalem, Lebanese; Syrian, and Iragi forces

would move down from the north, through Galilee, i_n_tg_["_i_g_if_a, andon .

toward Tel Aviy where they would join up with Egyptian forces.
From the East, Jordan would send 10,000 men to occupy the West
Bank, capture the Old City of Jerusalem, and lay siege to the new city.

The outcome of the war was probably determined more by the
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attitude of the two sides. To the Arabs it was a war of expansion and

evenge; for the Jew it was she ival, a fact that is known to make
people fight harder than for those who are fighting simply to gain more
territory.

The Isracli battle plan was much more complex. The first goal was
to defend to the utmost every Jewish settlement in the path of the
nvading armies, a task made difficult by the fact that the Israelis had
10,000 rifles, each with fifty rounds of ammunition, four ancient artil- :
Tery pieces, and_thirty-six _submachine guns. The second goal was t0
piece together a navy to lift the blockade and bring in men, munitions,
and immigrants by way of the sea. T he next goal was to Tift the siege of
Jerusalem, and then to turn the tide of battle from defensive to offensive
Moves. , ’

Each one of these goals was accomplished, perhaps the.most dramatic
being the rescue of Jerusalem. Since all the roads into’ Jerusalem were
Arab-controlled, several thousand Israeli citizens carved out a road over
the limestone hills through which food and weapons were brought in to
defend the city. Banners displaying the ‘words of Psalm 137:5 were
flying from the vehicles bringing in the supplies and weapons: “If I -
forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.” i

The heaviest fighting occurred berween May 15 and June 11, after . & :
which time a four-week truce was arranged by the United Nations.
During the lull, huge amounts of weapons were purchased from
Czechoslovakia, and when fighting began again, Israel inflicted heavy
casualities on the Arabs on all fronts. During the next lull, a group of
Jewish radicals, calling themselves the Stern Gang, murdered one of the
U.N. mediators, Count Bernadotte, causing a great loss of image for the =
'!sraelis. Finally, on October 15, the war broke out again, and Israeli . 8
troops, by now well supplied, literally threw the Egyptianis out. :

THE SINAI WAR .
In October 1956 Egypt, Syria, and Jordan prepared themselves again to .
encircle Israel. At the same time, Egypt had seized control of the Suez
Canal Company and had occupied all of the Sinai. The British and
French, moving against Egypt in retaliation for closing the Suez, made .
gm air attacks, knocking out Egyptian air power. Israel seized the
moment to launch an attack, overrunning and clearing the Sinai Penin-
g . - c s .

sula, quEOfng or dispersing about a third of the Egyptian army, and
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WAR

capturing huge quantities of Russian-built equipment. Israel took about
3,600 prisoners and killed somewhere between 25000 and 33000 Egp_-_
tians while suffering 171 killed and 600 wounde

The situation in the Middle East at that ime became so tense that
many feared Armageddon was just around the corner. When Britain
and France attacked Egypt, Egypt sank every ship and barge in the
Suez Canal in an attempt to close it to western shipping. Russia threat-

ened to come to Egypt’s aid and the United States quickly promised to
back Britain if Russia did jump in on Egypts side. By December,

. however, the U.N. troops were able to restore order and to persuade

Tsrael to pull its troops out of the Sinai, a decision it would later regret.

THE SIX-DAY WAR

All during the early 1960s minor border skirmishes and Arab terrorist
attacks came, followed by reprisals by Israel. In 1966, Nasser made a

pact_with Syria in the event of an Israeli invasion. In 1967, terrorist

3 atlacks and Syrian bombardment of Israeli villages in the north contin-
& ued. In retahation tﬁe Israelis shot down six Syrian MiGs, while con-

tinuirig their warnings to the Arab nations that Isracl might have to

: . take further reprisals if the attacks continued. Nasser began amassing
‘troops in-the Sinai, at the same time forcmg the U.N. peace-keeping

force to withdraw, and threatening this time to completely destroy

7 Ismael, Finally, Nasser closed the Straits of Tiran, threatening to blow up

~any shipping vessel bound for Elat.

When another war with the Arab nations seemed inevitable; Israel
decided to seize the advantage. With several lightning air raids, begin-
ning on-June 5, Israeli Mirage and Mystere jets succeeded in destroying
most of the air power of Egypt, Jordan, Syria, and Iraq before the
planes could even get off the ground. Israeli armored columns then cut
through the Negev and into the Sinai, overrunning more than 100,000
Egyptian forces stranded there without air cover. In a matter of hours,
hundreds of armored vehicles were destroyed or captured.

By June 7, Egyptian resistance in the Sinai had collapsed. In the
north, after serious fighting, Nablus and Jericho were captured, and at
8:00 PM,, Israel and Jordan had accepted a cease-fire called for by the
United Nations.

For two days, Syrian artillery had been bombarding Israeli villages in
Galilee, but the Israeli air force and infantry units by June 9 had
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overrun the gun implacements. By the next day, Isracli forces were

twelve miles into Syria, capturing villages as far north as Kuneitra. A

cease-fire was arranged for 4:30 on the afternoon of June 10. .
Egyptian losses in both men and equipment were very heavy, al-

though casualty figures were never released by the Egyptian govern-
‘ment. Jordanian casualties were listed as 6,094 killed and missing, 762

wounded, and 463 taken prisoner. Israeli losses were given at 679 killed
and 2,563 wounded.

THE YOM KIPPUR WAR

Tensions between Israel and the surrounding nations have never been
completely tranquil, but in the fall of 1973 the situation became worse.
Finally, on a day when they thought Israelis would be least prepared to
defend themselves, Egypt from the south and Syria from the north
attacked. The assault was planned for 6:00 Pm. on October 6, which was
Yom Kippur, a day when Israelis would have been observing a fast—

their most holy day of worship. Russian satellite intelligence warned the :
Syrians that Israel was beginning to expect something and was making E

preparations, so the attack actually took place four hours earlier than
scheduled.

The amassing of troops and armor was said to be the largest since the e
close of World War II, some 5,000 tanks and more than one million {48
men—838,000 Arabs and 275,000 Jews. Egypt alone was said to have &
thrown 3,000 tanks, 2,000 heavy guns, and 600,000 men against the

Israelis.

thought we might have lost.”

At one time only a few dozen tanks stood in the way, both in the
north and the south, of oncoming Arab forces. But during an unex- -
plained two-day lull in the fighting Israel was able to regroup and, on. #
October 19, a tank battle of unprecedented magnitude took place in the
Sinai. When the dust cleared, Israel had won a tremendous victory and ¢
began pressing on into Egypt, conquering territory west of the Suez. In
the north, Israel began pushing the Syrians back, and by the time a &%
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cease-fire was arranged Israeli troops were within twenty miles of
Damascus.

During this war Arab casualties were more than 15,000 and Israeli
losses were more than 4.000.

WAR IN LEBANON

Over the years, Israels border areas have always been vulnerable to
attack. In the early 1980s there had been numerous rocket and mortar
attacks on the section of northern Galilee that bordered on Lebanon.
These attacks came primarily from Palestinians who had set up oper-
ation in the southern part of Lebanon. In the year prior to June 1982,
more than 400 rockets and shells had fallen inside Israel. Even though
these had resulted in only two deaths, the Israeli government decided
the time had come to clear southern Lebanon of this threat. On June 6,
1980, the Israeli Defense Force launched what they called “Operation
Peace for Galilee,” with the objective of removing PLO presence from
all the areas twenty-five miles north of Israels border.

This initial objective was reached within a matter of days, but it
became quickly evident that, once started, the operation would not stop
there. In the areas captured by the Israeli forces dozens of armed caches
were found, some small and some large. The arms were usually situated
near a mosque, a school, a hospital, or a church so as to deter the Israelis
from hitting them with air or rocket attacks for fear that civilians would
be injured. The amount of arms captured was staggering, some ten
times what even the efficient Israeli intelligence had estimated was in
the area. Just in the southern area of Lebanon it took 1,000 men and 150
trucks about five weeks to evacuate the many tons of arms captured.
For unknown reasons, the amount of arms captured was overwhelm-
ingly more than the PLO could have needed for its own troops.

The invasion continued on toward Beirut, where the Israelis found
themselves engaged in a war of a much longer term than the few weeks
the politicians had promised. The PLO had its headquarters in Beirut,
and there the Israeli Defense Forces concentrated their attention, includ-
ing air strikes on PLO headquarters and weapons dumps. Finally, in
September 1982, all PLO troops were evacuated from Beirut. Many left
the country, but others simply made their way to the north of the
country.
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Still, Israel ‘was not able to extricate itself from the quagmire of
Lebanon. As casualty figures mounted, public support ff)r the operation
dwindled. In a poll taken in June 1982, 84 percent felt it was the right
action to take, but by the time Israeli troops withdrew in June 1985, 40
percent felt that it had been the wrong step to take, and 75 percent fel’t
the operation had been a failure. Never before in the history of Israels
wars had there been such a wave of antiwar protest. Eve;ll numbers of

Idiers chose to go to prison rather than participate in the war.

- In mid-June 1535 Isrzel completely withdrew from u@on. Even
then, there was a declared buffer zone that would continue to be
patrolled by Israeli troops to prevent the return of‘ PLO troops. By the
time of the withdrawal, more than 650 Israeli soldiers had died. On the
day of the final pullback, two shells fell on northern Galilee, and such
attacks continued periodically in the months that followed.
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